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H E foregoing Fable, though now yo 
cularly addreſſed, to Lou, my much lo- 
ved and reſpected Brothers, is equally ap- 
A  Plicable at all times, to any People, on a' 
like Occaſion. 17 20 rt 309. 9%; 


I Szzx not, under Characters or Repreſentations. 
of any kind, to conch my Partiality to one Man, or 
Prejudice to another. So may I proſper in my pri- 
vate Concerns, as it is the general Welfare which I, 
ſeek by theſe Addreſſes; as I ſeek to eſtabliſn your 
Proſperity in Truth alone, in Truth as impartially 
| advantageous to You, as it is in itſelf eternally un- 
alterable: ee er SH DL 


(4) 

Ir is not merely by the Powers of Oratory and 
warm Profeſſions, but by a Conduct, ever conform- 
able to the Principles of Virtue, that I with any 
Man may gain either your Credit or Eſteem. The 
higheſt Proof and Atteſtation that you can give of 
your own Worth, is to give your Voice and your 
Approbation to Worth alone; for we never grant 
our Regard or our Affection to Others, but on 
* of what we regard and affect in Our- 
ſelves. Wh, bb 


IT is not, therefore, a ſufficient Ground or Foun- 
dation for your Favour, that you hear a Man cry 
aloud, for Liberty! Loyalty! © Patriotiſm ! Public 
Weal ! They are Terms that have been often uſed 
with great 3 and incertain Tendency; in 

the Mouths of Many, they mean ſomething very 
different from] their folk but (+ ee Stgniffcation:; 
and I ſhall come to demonſtrate to You, my dear 
Countrymen, that no People was ever Great, but as 


they were Good alone; that no Nation can be free, 
but ſo far as they are Virtuous. 


Bur, as theſe great and beneficent Truths 2 
demand a large Compaſs to be duly unfolded; and 
that the approaching Election preſſeth You to a 
ſpeedy Determination; I can, for the preſent, bare- 
ly ſketch what 1 intend for a regular Drau cht, I 
have not time to draw out the full Map 'of your 
Conduct, and muſt content myſelf with ſetting up 
a few Beacons and Land- marks, that may in ſome 
Meaſure ſerve to warn You from the neighbouring 
Quick-ſands, and aſſiſt You in reaching that Port 
of Safety and 'Happineſs, whereto it ſhall be the 
Study of my Life to ſteer You. 


3 WHATEVER extravagant or unſettled Notions 
ſome People may form to themſelves of Liberty ; 
whatever Opinions ſome Others may entertain of 
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its Non-exiſtence, or that it is at beſt but a Matter o 
Invention and Policy, equally uſed by State Craftſ- 
men to hold a Party together, as by graſping Ad- 
venturers to excite Faction and Mob : I will ſhew 
You by a ſimple and quiet Demonſtration, its plain 
Nature and Tendency, its Reality and Adyan- 
tage. | 


Supposz, that in Ireland there were at this time 
no kind of political Eſtabliſhment ; but that we li- 
ved independently, though honeſtly, together ; in 
the State that ſome Philoſophers have called be 
State of Nature, or that the Poets have pictured for 
the golden qe. 


In this Caſe, every Man of Us would be perſonal- 
Y and ſeparately poſſeſſed of all the Rights and 

owers that were given to Us by Nature; our own 
Reaſon would be our Law, our own Conſcience 
would be our Governor ; and if Each had Virtue 
enough, to refrain from the Invaſion of his Neigh- 
bours, Each in conſequence would have Strength 
enough to retain his proper Privileges z Each would 
then permit to Others what he enjoyed to himſelf ; 
and every Man, in the undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of his 
own Property, and in the rational and conſcienti- 
ous Direction of his own Conduct, would enjoy the 
Perfection of natural Liberty, 


Ix ſuch Circumſtances, I may hope, there are 
but few who will aſſert, that natural Liberty would 
not be real, that it would not alſo be beneficial : 
He alone can diſpute this, who ſhall avow that he 
prefers Diſpoſſeſſion to Property, Injury, to Right, 
I Icon to the inborn Dictates of Reaſon and 
of Truth. 13 5M | = W 


. IT is proved, then, that natural Liberty, in a natural 
State, would be both real and valuable: Let us nom 
proceed to try, whether political Liberty, in a politi- 
cal State, is not equally eſſential and equally advanta- 
geous. | | 
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Supposx, that while we continued in this State of 
upright Nature, we ſhould be threatened with ſome 
foreign Invaſion ; or that a Number of our Country- 
men, degenerating from theſe the Principles of Rea- 
| ſon and of Conſcience, had combined together, with 
a View to pillage and enſlave the reſt. | 


On this Occaſion, every Individual muſt be con- 
ſcious that he could not be able in this his ſeparate 
State, to withſtand the colle&ed Force of Numbers. 
A Confederacy, therefore, on one Side to aſſault, 
would naturally produce a Confederacy on the other 
Side to defend; an Aſſociation on one Part, for the 
Deſtruction of Liberty, muſt neceſſarily impell to an 
Aſſociation on the other, for the Support thereof, 


And here, it is no way pertinent, for Us to in- 
quire what thoſe Links might be, by which the Aſ- 
ſociation againſt our Country would be bound, by 
which any League for evil Ends would be held to- 
gether : For, though ſome kind of Government is 
— to form even a Company of Banditti; yet 
a Connection for Purpoſes, in their Nature indiſpo- 
J, can never preſerve a firm or laſting Union: 


Ou Buſineſs, therefore, is alone to diſcover 
the Nature and Tendency of that Aſſociation, which - 
on this Occaſion ſhould be duly formed, for the 
Defence of natural Right, and the Preſervation of 
natural Liberty. | | 


To diſcover this, it is requiſite in the firſt place 
to conſider, that, as no one Man could pretend a 
Privilege of dictating to the Reſt the Manner or 
Meaſure of this Aſſociation, a Conſultation would 
therefore be neceſſary; and in this Conſultation, e- 
very Man would be equally free, though not equally 
prudent, to give his Voice and Advice for the Good 
of the Whole. e 2. 


Bur, 
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BuT, as Experience muſt ſpeedily demonſtrate, 
that ſuch an Infinity of Counſellors could only cre- 
ate Confuſion ; They would thereupon find it equal- 
ly necefary and expedient, that, out of ſeveral aſcer- 
tained Numbers or Neighboorhoods of Men, each 
Number or Neighbourhood, by a Plurality of free 
Voices, ſhould ele& him whom they judged to be 
the wiſeſt of that Number, to perſonate his Conſtitu- 
ents in ſuch grand Conſultation, and repreſent the 
Wiſdom of Thoſe who. choſe him. 


Tuvs, as each Counſellor would be no other than 
the Aggregate or Sum total of his Electors, a Col- 

lection of their ſeveral Powers, an Utterer of their 
ſeveral Voices; the whole Council together would 
form one great Mirror, or rather Epitome, that 
would take in and contain every Individual through- 
out the Nation, with their ſeveral Intereſts and ſeve- 
ral Powers, thus contracted to avoid Confuſion, 
thus condenſed for the greater Force : As Water, 
weakly diffuſed and ſtagnating on a wide Extent of 
Land, grows ſtrong, clear, freſh, and active, when 
reduced and directed in a regular Channel. 


WHEREFORE, as this great Council would repts- 
ſent or be collective of every Individual in the Na- 
tion; they could not poſſibly fo repreſent or be col- 
lective of the ſame, for any Purpoſes, other than 
thoſe which were National; and ſhould they at an 
time abuſe or pervert thoſe Purpoſes, they would 
no longer repreſent the Nation who had choſe them ; 
they would rather repreſent the Banditti or Invaders 
againſt whom they were elected; they themſelves 
would commence a State of War with their Country, 
and would thereby reſtore their Electois to their ori- 
ginal State of Nature, and in that State, to the Ca- 
pacity of a new political Election. 


Now, 


161 
Now, in order to know what thoſe national Purpo- 
fes or Laws of the Elefed ſhould be; it will be ſuf- 
ficient to inquire what the particular Purpoſes or Rea- 


ſons of the Electors were, in chooſing ſuch an aſſoci- 
ated or national Council, 


Tux Queſtion once aſked, the Anſwer is ſelf- 
evident. The Individuals were attacked, they wiſh- 
ed to be defended ; their natural Liberty was invaded, 
they deſired it ſhould be ſecured. Theſe Benefits 
could not be attained in the ſeparate State of Na- 
ture, they were therefore compelled to ſeek them in 
the connected State of Society. To form ſuch a State, 
Wiſdom and Conſultation were neceſſary ; but all 
could not fit and adviſe together. Each therefore 
ſeparately choſe who ſhould aſſociate as his Adviſer, 
who ſhould ſpeak with his Voice, who ſhould act 
for his Intereſts. The ſeparate Bodies of the Elec- 
tors were thus united in their Elect, the Ele were 
again united in one embodied Council. Thus from 
Individuals aroſe Society; from the private State the 
Public. The whole People formed Laws for them- 
ſelves, the Nation fat conſulting together. To what 
Purpoſe, can it be aſked ? — to the Purpoſe for 
which they confederated ; for the Defence of thoſe 
natural Rights, for the Aſſurance of thoſe natural 
Liberties, that could not be ſo well aſcertained in the 
natural State. 


HERE, perhaps, it may be objected that there ne- 
ver was ſuch a State of Nature. II anſwer, that 
there may be many ſuch even now upon Earth; that, 
if the Form of our Government were at any time 
diſſolved, we ſhould that Inſtant be reſtored to ſuch 
- a State of Nature, though poſſibly not altogether 
ſo innocent and upright ; and that every Man liv- 
ing. is, at this Hour, in ſuch a State of natural 
Freedom, who is not ſubdued by Guilt from 
f within, 
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within, or Tyranny 2 without; foraſmuch as 1 
ſhall ſhew, that the Members of a free Society, 
have not thereby forfeited any of their natural Pows 
ers, which they have only ſo far entruſted to good 
Government, as ought rather to Ser "—_— and 
aſſure them. 


GOD ALMIGHTY hath indued every Man 
with Strength, Reaſon, and Conſcience ; with Strength 
to affert his Property, with Reaſon to direF his Pur- 
ſuirs, and with Conſcience to controul his A ppetites. 
Man hath thereby an undoubted Right to preſervs 
what is his own, while he is alſo checked in attempii 
on that which is another's; and therein conſiſts his 
natural Liberty, which is no other chan e Rece, 
tituge. 3 2555 


Bur, as dne have degenerated from this "OY na- 
tural Rectitude; when theſe paſſed the Barrie of Rea- 
ſon and of Conſcience; others, who ſuffered by ſuch 
Encroachment, found themſelves under the Neceſ- 
ſity, of providing new Limits, and of ftrengthen- 
ing that Incloſure, by which every one ſhould be 
barred from Intruſion on another. For, if ſuch Li- 
cence was permitted to any, the ſame would be a Li- 
cence to All, and where All would encroach, All 
would likewiſe be eneroached upon; and, thence, 


Property and Freedom would ceaſe throughout the 4 


World. 


Wunxzron E, in celien to cuatd egaiok the iure 
ſion of Some, Others have been induced to aſſociate 
er; and whatever the Forms of thoſq Rſſocia- 

tions might be, however ſuch Conſtituti ight 
differ in their Model, their End and cheir Purpoſo 
muſt ever have been the ſame ; that is, to ſtrengthen 
the Weakneſs of ſeparate Nature by political Connec- 
lion, to appoſe private Encroachments by public Fen- 
ces, and to aſſure natural Rights by political Appaint- 


ments, 
B WakRE- 
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Wrrntver Society deviates from thoſe the Pur- 
poſes thereof, there Government becomes the Evil 
that it was intended to remedy, the Links by which 
ſuch Government was connected are by ſuch Mis-go- 
vernment diſſolved, every Member is diſcharged from 
his Allegiance thereto, and it is not by the Authority 
of Right, but by the Authority of Force alone, that 
they can any longer be held to Obedience. 


WHATEVER may be the Conſtitufion of any na- 
tional Society, whatever may be the Manner by 
which any Member hath been incorporated thereto, 
there are only two Bond, that can hold him to a Con- 
formily, Force or Right, Compulſron or Duty. For, 
as GOD hath endowed Man with ſeveral natural 
Gifts apd Privileges, his own Surrender of any of 
them, can alone be conſiſtent with his Liberty; who- 
ever attempts to deprive him is guilty of tyrannic 
Force, and, this, GOD, in giving him the Privi- 
leges, gives him a Right to reſiſt. 


Ix, therefore, the Members of any national So- 
ciety, have, either by Aſſent or Conſent, as far as in 
them lies, ſurrendered their natural Powers to the 
political Community; ſuch Surrender cannot be abſolute, 
but conditional, not in Gift, but in Truſt, Each In- 
dividual makes ſuch a Community ſtronger by his 
Strength, richer by his Property, wiſer by his Un- 
derſtanding, better by his Virtue : But wherefore ?— 
Not ſurely to be himſelf deprived and deſtitute ; not 
to be weakened, but enforced, not to be impoveriſhed 
bur enriched, not to be controuled by Will but directed 
by Wiſdom, not to have his natural Liberty abridged 
or annulled but extended and aſſured ; and in the At- 
tainment of theſe great Ends to each Individual, con- 
fiſts the only Good of Government, the true Nature 
of political Liberty which is no other than political 
Refitude, 


HREN E, 
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Hzwee, it is not only demonſtrable, but already 
evident, that, as Society 1s the gathering or Com- 


bination of ſeveral Men for the mutual Benefit 


and Support of each other; ſo public Liberty is no 
other, tha tic gathering of ſeveral natural Liber- 


ties together, whereby thoſe Liberties, without 


changing their Nature, or alienating their Rights, 
may be more firmly aſſured by being ſo united. 


Ox this Occaſion, it may be aſked, that, if natu- 
ral Liberty is not changed or alienated by Society; 
what then is the Appearance under which it is con- 


tinued ? what are the Terms, by whole Signification 
it is yet retained ? . NAD 


I anſwer, that all the Powers and Privileges of na- 
tural Liberty may be perceived by an Eye of very 
common Diſcernment, in the Liberty that appears to 
be meerly political, The private Reaſon of every 
Man or free Member of Society is continued in the 
Legiſlature or public Direction; the private Conſcience 
of every Man in the public Controul or Magiſtracy ; 
and the private S'rength of every Man in the execu- 
tive Authority: For, wherever theſe ſeveral Powers 
or Privileges may be depoſited, if they are freely de- - 
poſited there by the Conſent of the Individuals, they 
cannot poſſibly be ſo depoſited but with the Profpe&t 
of Uſury, or at leaſt of grateful and equal Returns; 
of private Reaſon ſublimed into publick Law, of pri- 
vate Conſcience operating in public Controul, and of 
private Strength collected under public Appointments. ' 


From All theſe concurring Reaſons, and apparent 
Proofs, we infer, that Freedom in the natural State is 
a Latitude of acting within the Limits that Con- 
ſcience ſhall preſcribe agreeable to Reaſon ; and, that 
Freedom in the ſocial State is a Latitude of acting 
within the Limits that Magiſtracy ſhall preſcribe agree- 


Provided, however, that ſuch Law 
'  _— 18 
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is no other than publick Reaſon, Inſtitutions by which 
the People have conſented to be governed, 


WHEREFORE, as any Political Conſtitution of Men 
in the Aggregate, is only fo far free, as it reſembles 
and ſums the natural Conſtitulion of Men in the In- 

dividual, where every One, agreeable to his own 
Reaſon 1s ruled by his own Conſcience : So, the po- 
litical Body of any People, is rightly accounted con- 
fiderable or impotent, free or inſlaved, in Proportion, 
as they have, or have not an Influence, in the Elec- 
tion of Legiſlators by whom they are to be directed, 
and the Appointment of Magiſtrates by who mthey 
are to be controuled ; for, where a People give their 
own Voice to the Meaſure of their own Conduct; there, 
and there alone is the Perfection of publick Liberty 
Provided, however, that ſuch Voice is uttered by unby- 
aſſed Reaſon and good Conſcience, that it is no other 
than the Voice of Viſdom and Virtue. © 


To publiſh the above Truths, would be accounted 
Treaſon and Rebellion throughout moſt of the Domi- 
nions now eſtabliſhed upon Earth ; but to Us, my 
Countrymen, they are Matters of Peace, of Unity, 
and Rejoicing. 5 


As I have now declared and demonſtrated the 
Nature of Liberty, whether perſonal or public, natu- 
ral or political, I will next proceed to conſider by 
what means it may be loſt, and will laſtly ſhew you 
the Duty that is incumbent upon you to retain it. 


Taz Means by which you may loſe your Liberty 
are threefold, firſt by others, ſecondly by yourſelves, 
and thirdly by others and yourſelves cooperating. 


 FigsT, by Others, whether they be Foreigners or 

Inmates, whether they ſhould inyade you with Fleets 

from abroad, or ſtanding Armies, Ic. at home; and 

if you ſhould want either the Power or the Will — 
. | reſi 
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reſiſt ſuch Violence, if you ſhould not then be able 


to retain your Liberty, or thereafter to qe it 
A know no Remedy. 18 


SeconDLY, by Yourſelves, as, if hs the 
ſhould ariſe factious Orators among you, who, Ike 
thoſe of Athens, of Rome, of Engl 2 and eſſe- 
where, ſhould perſuade you, that 2 Liberty * 72 
People, did not conſiſt in the Appoin/ment of M 
trates, but the Reſumpiion of Powers ; not in t 
Conſent to Law, but their Sharing of 3 
What Horrors, what Maſſacres, what a Carnage of 
divine Patriots, what Overthrows of Conſtitutions 
long laboured and erected in Wiſdom and Virtue, 
hath ſuch popular Frenzy and Diſtraction effected l 


But, remember and mark well, my beloved Coun- 


trymen, that, in all ſuch Inſtances, the People were 
the Victims of their own Folly ; that Oppraſion ever 
attended their graſping at Power; and that Sa- 
very is the inevitable Offspring of Licentiuſne/aſh . - ' 


Tir, you may loſe your Liberty, by.infen- 
ſibly co-operating to that Effect with: 88 as, 
where no Violence ſhould be uſed from abroad, or 
at home, by the People or their Potentates; but 
where Appetite ſnould gradually inſinuate among 
you, and Luxury ſhould ſecretly ſap; where your 
own Vice would be the Hand by which State Policy 
would take you, and lead you, a willing Sacrifice, 
to your 0wn Perdition. 3 


Tun indeed would be the RY 3 and 
the moſt irretrievable Lapſe. The great Tree of 
Liberty would here be = at the Root, her Build- 
ing would be ſapped at the deepeſt Foundation, 
For, as political Liberty. is proved to be conſtituted 
of that alone which is natural; and as naturel Li- 
zerty is proved to be no other than the Province 
of natural Virtue, where this is forfeited or en- 
croached upon, adieu to the Whole! there _ 


— 


. 
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be no Compoſition without Materials, and a Conſti- 
tution or Body of public Freemen, can never conſiſt 
of private Slaves. 


Tux Conſideration of this laſt and moſt dange- 
rous Foe to Liberty, that inborn Vulture Vice, 
which * on the Inteſtines, and drinks up the Vitals 


thereof, naturally leads me to the Application of the 
Fable in my laſt Letter. 


I nave before obſerved to you, that the Conſti- 
tution of this Kingdom is free, in a Manner, and by 
Appointments, highly ſuperior to any that Rome or 
Greece could ever boaſt. That we ourſelves fit in the 
Senate or Parliament of this Nation by our Election 
of ſuch Perſons as we requeſt to repreſent us there. 
That we chooſe to think with their Heads, to ſpeak 
with their Voices, and therefore in them ' diftare and 
inſtitute thoſe Laws, whereby we ourfetves deſire to. 
be governed. . | 


Tur Powers that this whole Kingdom diffuſively 


contains are thus ſummed and collected in this auguſt 


Aſſembly of our Repreſentatives: They make Laws 
and they repeal, they looſe and they bind. They 
are 2 Leviathan whoſe Motion affects the furtheſt 
Shores of Poſterity; and we and our Children muſt 
be wretched and oppreſſed, or free and happy, in Pro- 
portion as we chooſe thoſe who are weak and corrupt, 
or wiſe and honeſt. - | 


No Property therefore can be of equal Impor- 


tance, no Truſt of equal Sanction and Extent with 


that of the Voter; it is the Hinge on which all your 
Advantages turn, the very Hand by which you hold 
whatever You poſſeſs ; and I introduced the forego- 


ing Fable, in order to warn You on the enſuing Elec- 


tion, againſt the Conſtraint of Power and Allurement 


of Policy; that by knowing the By-Paths which 


would 


(ns) 


would lead you to Error, you may be under no Doubt 
of the Yay you ought to walk in, | 


ALL that can influence You to a wrong Election, 
is Power that may over-rule You, or Policy, that 
may over-reach You. It is the Province of the One 
to terrify, of the Other to ſeduce. The One would 
ſet Authority in Array againſt You, that You might 
fear, or think it vain to attempt an Oppoſition : The 
Other would lay hold on your own Appetites and 


Vices, in order to induce You to betray your own 
Intereſts. 


Taz Wolf in the Fable, perſonates this Power; 
and the Fox in the Fable perſonates this Policy. They 
Both malign the Maſtiff who perſonates Fidelity , for 
they judge with due Forecaſt, that, if by any means 
they might inſpire You with a Suſpicion of your 
Friends, if they might but once detach you from 


Thoſe who defend, your Fold muſt lye open to their 
own Invaſion. 


Bur, as Fass form the only Rule by which we 
can judge of Profeſſions ; It from frequent Experi- 
ence and a grateful Recollection, You can diſcover, in 
the Conduct of ſome of your Candidates, the La- 
bours, the Sufferings, the Watchfulneſs, and At. 
tachment, of this long tried and faithful Maſtiff, I 
know no better Aſſurance of future Services than 

Earneſt of Benefits already received. | 


Tur Demonſtration of the infinite Importance of 
your LI RENT, and of that Duty which is incum- 
bent on every Man of you to retain it, ſhall form 
the Subject of my enſuing Letter. 


1 1 


2 


